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Tenured Staff Celebration   
I would like to begin by mentioning an event that I attended earlier this afternoon along with some 
members of the Board of Education and administrators to celebrate the staff members who had achieved 
tenure during the last school year.  At the convocation in September, I discussed my personal goal to 
work toward improving district climate and culture.  This new event is part of an ongoing body of work to 
achieve that goal.  The staff members at the celebration expressed great pride in earning tenure and 
were grateful to their supervisors and colleagues who helped them gather evidence for the tenure review 
process.  I look forward to attending more events such as this celebration.   
 
Communication Question   
In an effort to strengthen district communication this year, we will be seeking feedback from the public on 
specific topics and communication tools.  From time to time during this school year, a short survey called 
the Communication Question will be posted on the district website.  Our first question concerns the 
effectiveness of district communication regarding Hurricane Sandy.  We welcome your comments and 
suggestions.  This survey will be available from November 30 - December 7, 2012.   
 
Portable Classroom Update  
The new portable classrooms have begun to arrive and will be installed at six locations in the district.  At 
Elizabeth Avenue School, foundation work is being done.  Portions of the four portable classrooms have 
arrived.  The portable classroom at Pine Grove School is in place and utility hook up is underway.  At 
Hillcrest School, two portable classrooms have also been placed.  Decking and utility hook up is 
underway at that site.  The site work at Franklin Park School is continuing.  That portable classroom is on 
the premises awaiting assembly and placement.  The portable classrooms to be placed at Sampson G. 
School are on the grounds and will be installed when the site work is complete.  Lastly, at MacAfee Road 
School, site work continues.  The two portable classrooms which will be placed there have not yet been 
delivered.  Updates will be provided as further progress is made.   
   
SGS Food Drive   
I had the pleasure of joining an ambitious and giving group of Sampson G. Smith students and staff on 
November 20th as they loaded over 6000 pounds of food onto several district vehicles.  This bounty was 
donated to the Franklin Township Food Bank.  Congratulations and thanks to Lisa Grippo, a dean of 
students at SGS, who with her 29 student ambassadors organized this extremely successful drive.  I 
would also like to thank the buildings and grounds men who loaded and unloaded the trucks and all the 
generous families of SGS who participated in this worthwhile event.  Thank you to Nancy LaCorte for her 
support of this event.   
 
Model UN and Franklin Robotics  
Franklin High School was named the Best Large Delegation at the Rutgers University Model UN 
Conference on November 16-17. Also in late November, the Franklin High School FIRST robotics team 
competed in the "Brunswick Eruption" competition.  The team took home the "HoKu" award for the 
entrepreneurial spirit and sales pitch they delivered to judges during the competition.  Congratulations to 
each of these teams.  We expect to hear from these groups at a future board meeting.   
 
Personnel Update   
Interviews are underway for the positions of Supervisor of Math and Science 5-8, and Director of 
Guidance.  There are currently two staff member suspended with pay; one since 9/1/12 and one since 
11/8/12.  
 
Upcoming Board Meetings  
At the board meeting on December 20th, we will have a presentation on a referendum proposal to 
renovate and expand the facilities of the district.  Please join us to hear the details of the proposal which 
includes the reconfiguration of the district with K-5 elementary schools, two middle schools for grades 6-8 



and Franklin High School for grades 9-12.  On January 10th, at a Special Board Meeting, we will present 
the testing report for the 2011-2012 school year.     
 
Calendar Update 
This evening the Board of Education will be voting on a change to the school calendar. The first and 
second marking periods have been adjusted to allow for a more even distribution of school days in each 
marking period. Therefore FHS mid-term dates have been revised as well as the second marking period 
minimum session day for reporting achievement for grades K-6.  In addition January 2, 2013 has been 
included as a makeup instructional day.  At this point in time only SGS will be reporting to school on that 
date. However, if the district has an emergency closing between now and the winter break, January 2, 
2013 will be the make-up day for those closings. 


